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REVIEWS

& Strauss),but often end up creatingtheir own analyticalframeworksto
better meet their needs (Couper-Kuhlen& Thompson). In any case, the
success of the cooperation between cognitive linguists and discourse/
interactivelinguistshas importantimplicationsfor the futureof our field.
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In languages that contain them, verb-internalsubject/object agreement
affixes are normally a purely grammaticalaffair. But the morphological
patterns that create distinctivetransitiveand intransitiveverb stems are
derivational. The dependence of a verb's grammatical properties on
derivationalprocesses of stem creation is particularlyinterestingwhen
valency-changingmechanismsare considered cross-linguistically.This is
preciselythe aim of this volume, which comparestechniquesused to build
passives,deagentives,causatives,applicativesand othervalency-relatedstem
types in a range of languages deliberatelychosen for their genetic and
typologicaldiversity.
Dividedinto twelvesubstantialchapters,the book actuallyconsistsof two
complementaryportions.The firstis the editors'introduction,which serves
as chapteri, togetherwith the followingchapteron causatives,by R. M. W.
Dixon. These chapters offer a major typological synthesis of valencychangingprocesses,anddrawon comparativedatafromdozensof languages.
The remainingcontributionsare in-depthcase studies of valency-changing
operationsin specificlanguages(or, in the case of Keren Rice's chapteron
'57
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Athapaskan,on an entirefamilyof fairlyclosely relatedlanguages).All are
written by specialists in the particulargenetic or geographic linguistic
disciplineand incorporatethe resultsof originalfieldwork.Unitingthesetwo
aspects of the book are copious commentsby the editors (in the first two
chapters)that touch on the broadertypologicalsignificanceof the material
presentedin each case study. The individualstudiesthemselvesare written
from the same broad, cross-linguisticperspectiveratherthan in theoretical
isolationfrom one anotheror detachedfrom previousgeneraltreatmentsof
transitivity, such as Comrie & Polinsky

(993),

Kemmer (I993) and Fox &

Hopper(I994). As shouldbe expectedin a workof this kind,the book closes
with useful general indexes of authors (404-406), languages and language
families(407-4io) and subjects(4II-4I3).

Chapter I, entitled simply 'Introduction'(I-29), by R. M. W. Dixon &
AlexandraAikhenvaldexceedsa simpleprefacingof the book's contents.In
summarizingthe contentsof eachcase study,Dixon & Aikhenvaldtakeissue
with certainpositionsadoptedby the individualcontributors.This provides
a more accuratesnapshotof the existingdynamicityof approachesto the
materialthan would be gained from a neutralrecapitulationof the book's
contents.More importantly,in surveyingthe formaland semanticrangeof
valency-increasing and valency-decreasing derivational types across
languages,the authorsstressthe need for a holisticapproachto transitivity.
They urge future researchersto look beyond morphologyto considerthe
syntactic,semanticand discourse/pragmatic
ramificationsof eachlanguage's
transitivity-related
constructionswith an eye towarduncoveringtypological
trends not appreciatedin more atomistic studies. Suggested avenues of
inquiry begin with the need to investigate why transitivity-increasing
constructions(applicative,comitative)appearto be more prevalentacross
languagesthan transitivity-decreasing
ones (passive, reflexive,antipassive,
reciprocal).Othertasksincludedocumentingthe varioustypesof diachronic
stimuli capable of giving rise to each type of construction,and exploring
possible dependenciesbetween valency-changingderivationsand the expressionof other,seeminglyunrelatedgrammaticalcategoriessuchas aspect.
Above all, the editorsstressthe needfor in-depthtypologicalsurveysof each
majorvalency-changingtype.
This challenge is taken up by Dixon himself in the next chapter, 'A
typology of causatives: form, syntax, and meaning' (3o-83). A broad
typological study revealsfive formal mechanismsfor markingcausatives:
morphological,lexical, periphrastic,using two verbs in the predicate,and
exchangeof auxiliaries.Particularattentionis paid to languageswith two
formally differenttypes of causatives, which always differ semantically.
Dixon finds nine parameters upon which these differences manifest
themselves.This chapter,although preliminaryand subjectto revision as
data frommore languagesare considered,could serveas a model for similar
investigations of other valency-changingtypes such as applicativesI58
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somethingthe editorsthemselvesstronglyurge.By way of balance,it would
have been ideal if a similarly general chapter on valency-decreasing
mechanismscould have been added to the book. An alternate possible
in Russianusingthe
inclusionmighthavebeena chapteron valency-decrease
particlesja, which yields a rich array of meaningswhich stronglyparallel
those producedby other mechanismsin completelyunrelatedlanguages,
such as the D-elementof Athapaskan.The only exhaustivestudypublished
on this topic (Janko-Trinitskaja
I962) was purelydescriptivein natureand
did not appraisethe robustvalency-decreasing
morphologyof the Russian
verb from a cross-linguistictypologicalperspective.
The remainingten chapterscontainthe individualcase studiesfromwhich
the editorsdrawmany of their observations.Exceptfor Amharic,all of the
languages examined are spoken by relatively small minorities or local
indigenous populations. Some, like Tariana (Arawakan,Amazonia), are
seriouslyendangered.These languagesalso representgeneticallyunrelated,
geographicallydisperse,and typologicallyquitediversefamilies,whichlends
an additional dose of validity to theoretical generalizationsbased on
comparisonsof them. Includinga study of Russianvalency-decrease,or of
a similarlyintricateformaldistinctionin anotherIndo-Europeanlanguage,
could have furtherenhancedthe scope of the volume. Russian,in fact, may
prove to be 'exotic' in that its morphologicalpreferenceseems to favor
valencydecreaseover valencyincrease.
Chapter 3, 'Valency-changingderivation in Central Alaskan Yup'ik'
(84-I I4), by MarianneMithun,describesseveralformallydiversemeans of
valency-increaseand decrease.Theseare particularlyinterestingin that both
the verbaland nominalmorphologyare sometimesaffected,and some of the
derivational processes have inflectional ramifications.Mithun describes
Yup'ik valency-changingmechanismsas 'numerous,pervasiveand often
highly productive' (II 3), though many of the forms created have been
lexicalizedto varyingdegrees.She also goes on to include a discussionof
their discourse functions, showing that these derivationsare not simply
automatic mechanicalprocesses based on lexical morphemeselection or
syntactic choice. Instead, a full understandingof them requiresa more
holistic approachthat considersall levels of languagestructure.
Masayuki Onishi's 'Transitivity and valency-changingderivations in
Motuna' (chapter4, I15-144) describesa similarlyrich, yet quite different,
assortmentof structuresin one of the non-Austronesianlanguagesspoken
on the island of Bougainvillein Papua New Guinea. Valency-increasing
derivationalprocessesin Motunaappearto be richerthanvalency-decreasing
ones becausethe languagehas a high percentageof basic intransitivestems
(nearly50%, with the remaininghalf being ambitransitive).
Chapter5, 'Transitivityin Tariana'(I45-172), by AlexandraAikhenvald,
describesfourvalency-increasing
and two valency-decreasing
mechanismsin
a North-Arawaklanguagespoken in northwesternBrazil.Once again, the
I59
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preferencefor formal valency-increaseappearsto manifestitself. Tariana,
however, is typologically noteworthy in having four differentcausative
derivations,and for using the same causativemorphemeon transitiveand
intransitive stems, as well as to specify that ambitransitivestems are
transitive and require a peripheralconstituent to be stated, something
Aikhenvalddescribesas 'extremelyrarecross-linguistically'(I70).
As stated above, 'Voice and valencyin the Athapaskanfamily' (chapter
6, I73-235), by KerenRice, is the only chapterto considervalency-changing
operationsacrossa wholefamilyof languages.RicecontraststheAthapaskan
classifiers- or at least theirL- and D-components,since the meaningof the
third, vocalic component remains unclear- with morphologicalvalency
propertiesin other,unrelatedlanguagefamilies,as well as amonga groupof
languagesrelatedat a relativelyshallowtimedepth.Whilenot suggestingany
diachronicorigin for the valency-increasingL-component,Rice supports
Thompson's (I996) assessment that the D-component is pronominalin
origin,derivingfrom a 3rd personclitic incorporatedinto the verb to block
or lower transitivity.Althoughthe use of both classifiercomponentscan be
idiosyncraticand highlylexicalized(cf. the presenceof the D-componentin
the transitiveverbmeaning'drinkliquid'), Rice succeedsin typologizingthe
basicmeaningsaddedby the classifierelementsin theirvariouscombinations
across nearly a dozen individual Athapaskan languages. One extremely
interestingsuggestionshe offers is the possibilitythat the perfectiveprefix
/rj/ is blockedin stemsderivedusing the D-element(230). Previousstudies
suggestedvarious phonologicalratherthan semanticexplanationsfor the
failureof the perfectiveprefixto appearin such stems. Formal constraints
stemmingfrom a semanticcorrelationbetweenatelicityand low transitivity
(either derived or inherent)can be found in other languagesas well. In
Russian,for example,lexicallynon-derivedintransitivesuse finite forms to
express past or future, while verbs of high transitivityuse participial
periphrasis:Gorodpal 'The city fell' (pal = past perfectiveof a non-derived
intransitive),but Gorodbyl vzjat'The city was taken'(byllinkingverb+ vzjat
past passive participle)instead of *Gorodvzjalsja.Since vzjal 'take' is a
highly transitiveverb, it resistspassivizationby -sja. Here it is perfectivity
that appears to block the addition of a valency-decreasingderivational
morpheme- the mirroropposite of the Athapaskansituation.The use of
imperfectiveverbs passivizedwith -sja is unrestrictedin Russian,even for
highlytransitiveverbs.Past and futureperfectiveforms of verbscontaining
valency-decreasing
-sjaarepossibleonly if theirmeaninghas beenlexicalized
in some way that functionally distinguishes them from the regular
grammaticalpassivizationof a transitivestem.Oneexamplewouldbe Gorod
okazalsja bol'shim 'The city turned out to be large' (okazalsja = a lexically

agentlessverb).
Lyle Campbell's'Valency-changingderivationsin K'iche" (chapter 7,
236-28i)
discussesa Mayan languagespoken in highlandGuatemala,but
i6o
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also includes comparative material from other Mayan languages. Special
emphasis is placed on the interaction of K'iche' verb classes with valencyaltering derivations, which include two distinct passives and an instrumental
applicative. The latter derivation, sometimes called 'instrumental voice' in
earlier studies, is interesting in that it operates only on transitive stems. This
correlates with the editors' comment (I 5) that if an applicative-deriving affix
is restricted to transitive stems, its semantic effect is normally instrumental.
In chapter 8, 'Valency-changing derivations in Dulong/Rawang' (282-31 1),
Randy LaPolla describes a Tibeto-Burman language spoken in an area
straddling the border between China (where this language is called Dulong)
and Myanmar (where it is known as Rawang). Rawang valency-related
morphology is unusually rich for a Tibeto-Burman language and interesting
functionally in light of a constraint requiring all verbs in the same complex
to have the same degree of transitivity.
In 'Valency-changing and valency-encoding devices in Amharic' (chapter
9, 312-332),
Mengistu Amberber discusses morphological valency derivations in a Semitic language. He employs a useful distinction, first suggested
by Haspelmath (I993), between valency-encoding (where transitive and
intransitive forms are derived from a stem otherwise undifferentiated for
voice) and valency-changing devices (where a primary transitive stem is
detransitivized or vice versa). By contrast, Nicholas Reid's 'Complex verb
collocations in Ngan'gityemerri: a non-derivational strategy for encoding
valency alternations' (chapter IO, 333-359) considers morphosyntactic
techniques (the addition of coverbs), which largely replace morphological
means of expressing valency alternations. Ngan'gityemerri is an Aboriginal
language spoken in two dialectal varieties by about I50 people in Australia's
Northern Territory.
Chapter I I, 'Valency-changing derivations in Tsez' (360-374), by Bernard
Comrie, discusses a North-East Caucasian language, also known as Dido,
spoken in Russia's Daghestan Province. Unlike other Daghestanian
languages, Tsez appears to lack labile verbs (i.e. identical forms that can be
used transitively or intransitively, such as English 'freeze'). Instead, many
basic stems are intransitive, and a single valency-increaser, the causative
suffix -r, may modify a stem of either voice and can be added iteratively. Tsez
is also interesting for its combination of accusative-type syntax with ergativetype case marking. Finally, in 'Creek voice: beyond valency' (chapter I2,
375-403), Jack Martin discusses a Muskogean language representing the
active type of argument coding, where such semantic roles as agent and
patient are encoded in ways rather independent of purely syntactic
parameters. Martin attempts to obviate the formal notion of subject and
object by describing Creek voice/valency distinctions in terms of marked vs.
unmarked types of 'event view'. His avoidance of traditional metagrammatical actant categories is challenged by the editors (24-25),
who
correctly point out that Martin's description still relies on such syntaxi6i
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oriented terms as 'passive' and 'transitivity'. Both approaches appear
capable of contributing to an understanding of Muskogean valency.
Dixon & Aikhenvald have succeeded in amassing a wealth of new
descriptive data from a diverse scattering of languages, many of which have
been hitherto little represented in the general literature. This task alone
should be recognized as being of paramount importance to linguistics today.
Perhaps more importantly, the editors compare languages that have never
before been considered together typologically, tracing a thread of commonality among morphological structures that might otherwise fail to attract
concerted attention. And they have presented this data in such a way as to
convince the reader of its importance to future inquiries into universal
properties in the design of language systems. This may encourage others to
publish works similarly rich in original description yet squarely aimed at
addressing basic issues in linguistic theory. Volumes of a similarly ambitious
breadth and scope are sorely needed on many other key aspects of language
structure.
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Heinz J. Giegerich, Lexical strata in English. morphological causes,
phonological effects (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics 89). Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, I999. Pp. ix + 329.
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Giegerich declares this book an attempt to complete the agenda begun by
Mohanan (I986) on the theory of Lexical Phonology (3). Giegerich in fact
considers Mohanan's undertaking an unfinished work, not a failure, pace
Gussmann (I988).
I62
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